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COST- EFFECTIVE

SETTLEMENT
«»

We were recently involved in two
lawsuits whichwere scheduled for
trial for the fall of 1996. In each
case, onlya few weeks priorto the
scheduled trial date, the clients
and lawyers attended before a
Judge of the Court of Queen's
Bench of Alberta to conduct a new
form of dispute resolution known
as "Judicial Mediation".

Judicialmediation is being used on
an experimental basis by the
members of the Court to allowthe
parties and their lawyers to spend

several hours in an open, informal
forum to try to achieve some
resolution to the problem before
attending trial. The Judge acts as
mediator. He or she cannot give
any binding decision, nor is the
judicial mediation proceeding
disclosed to the eventual trial
Judge ifjudicialmediation fails.

In the first case, it took two years
of legal proceedings before a trial
was scheduled. At the judicial
mediation, we took approximately
a half day to try to resolve the
issues. Under the particular
circumstances of that case, the
Judge helped us find common
ground and a trialwas averted.

The end result was that a very
unique solution was achieved to a
difficult problem. Each of the
parties left the meeting as
"friends".

In the second case, we
represented a husband seeking an
unequal distributionof matrimonial
property. The cost of going to trial
in that case was going to be
significant. The trial was
scheduled to commence in two
months. At the last minute, we

were able to convince a Judge to
conduct a judicial mediation.

After three hours of judicial
mediation,we were able to resolve
the case with our client receiving
60% of the matrimonial property.
Both parties saved a lot of money.

We are always looking at cost-
effective ways to solve legal
problems on behalf of our clients.
Several options are always
available, depending on your
circumstances. We would be
happy to discuss these with you.
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